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Objectives

At the end of this unit, you wll

Be Aware of the following

Tradition of Russia’s acceptance of Eastern
Ot hodoxy

| npact of Orthodox Eastern Christianity on
early Russia

| nfl uence of Mngol invasion on nmedi eval Russia

Ivan Ill1, the Great’s, rule and founding of the
second Russian state

Events |l eading to the establishment of the
Romanov dynasty

Peter the Geat’s policies of opening Russia to
t he West

Catherine the Geat’s expansionist and
Russification policies

Mlitary acconplishnments of General Al exander
Suvor ov

Repressive neasures of N chol as |

Events | eading to abdication of Tzar N chol as
|1

Communi st party establishnent in Russia
Aspects of Stalin's rule prior to Wrld War |1

Si ege of Leningrad, Battles of Stalingrad and
Kur sk

Ref or n8 under Gor bachev

Events leading to the fall of Communismin
Russi a

Turmoi | present since the founding of the
Russi an Federation

ldentify

Varangi ans, Prince Rurik, Boyars, VMladimr |
Cyrillic al phabet, Mngols, Kremin

lvan the Great; tzar; Third Rone; lvan |V, the
Dr ead
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Time of Troubles, Boris Godunov, M khai
Romanov

Serf, Peter the Geat, Catherine the G eat,
Russi fication, Crinea, General Al exander

Suvor ov
Nicholas |, the Iron Tzar
Pogrom Tzar Nicholas |1, Bloody Sunday, Duma

Gregory Rasputin, Petrograd, proletariat
Vliadimr Lenin, October Revol ution, Bol sheviks
Red Guards and Wiite Arny

Pol it buro, Leon Trotsky, Joseph Stalin
Great Terror

Great Patriotic War, General Georgii Zhukov
Ni ki ta Khruschev, Warsaw Pact

Detente, Leonid Brezhnev, M khail Gorbachev
Per estroi ka, d asnost

Conventi onal Forces in Europe Agreenent
Boris Yeltsin, Chernobyl

Commonweal t h of | ndependent States

Russi an Federation, Chechnya, G ozny

Realize

Russi an Ot hodoxy often strengthened the power
of tenporal rulers

Tyranni cal policies of Ivan IV, the Dread,
especially after the death of his wfe

Refornms, foreign policy and establishnment of
St. Petersburg under Peter the G eat

Unrest, reforns and inpact of World War |
during Tzar Nicholas Il1’'s rule

Aspects of Conmmuni st cl ass struggle theory

D fferent approaches to Conmuni st practice -
Joseph Stalin and Leon Trotsky

Events surroundi ng establishment of NATO
Ups and downs of Boris Yeltsin' s presidency

54



Unit 2: Historical Overview

Unit 2: Historical Overview

“I'f we hope to understand anything of this
extraordinary country’ s present and possible future, it
is of great inportance to delve, as far as we nay, into
her past.”

-- Edward Rutherford, Russka, The Novel of Russia

“You nust know that there is nothing higher and
stronger and nore whol esone and good for life in the
future than sone good nenory, especially a nenory of
chi | dhood, of hone.”

-- Fydor Dostoyevsky, The Brothers Karamazov, p. 938

|. Early History--Kievan Russia

1. Varangians and Eastern Slavs 1n A D 862,
warrior traders, related to the Vi kings, and known as
Varangians (vah- RAN-j ee-ahns), received an invitation
fromthe people of Novgorod (NAHV-gah-raht, a city 200
km south of present day St. Petersburg) to rule their
ar ea.

Prince Rurik (ROOR-i k)
accepted, establishing a |ineage
whi ch ruled Russia for sonme 700
years. His successor O eg took over
Ki ev whi ch becane the center of Rus
(anot her nanme for Varangian) rule.

During this period, loosely allied city-states
gat hered under the | eadership of the Prince of Kiev
(KEE-ef). A class society devel oped, conprised of
princes, boyars (boo- YAHR aristocracy), free peasants
and sl aves.
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2. Vladimir | (vi ah-DEE-nir, @56-1015) This great-
grandson of Rurik, an outstanding mlitary | eader,
ruled Kiev from 980-1015. Under his | eadership,
Eastern Othodox Christianity becanme the official
religion of Russia.

a. Russian Orthodox Eastern Christianity
Tradition relates that Viadimr had spiritual yearnings
but did not know which faith to enbrace. 1n 987, he
sent envoys to check out various religions. They
rejected |Islam because of prohibitions against w ne, a
drink considered by Mladimr the “chief pleasure of the
Russi ans.” Christianity in Germany and Rone, though
appeal ing, | acked services filled with sufficient
beauty. On com ng hone via Constantinople, the envoys
stopped at the Eastern Orthodox Cathedral of Hagia
Sophi a.

They reported, “We did not know
whet her this was heaven or earth.
We never saw such spl endor or
beauty. We cannot tell you what it
was |ike; except that we are sure
that God dwells there anong nen, and
that this is the best form of
wor ship. The beauty is
unforgettable.”

Vliadimr, won over by their findings, was baptized
in the Othodox faith, along with his subjects, thus
begi nning the long |inkage of Orthodoxy with Russia.

b. Early Impact of Orthodox Eastern

Christianity changes brought by introduction of the
Orthodox Eastern faith include:

(1) Byzantine culture Priests from
Const antinopl e i ntroduced use of the Cyrillic (suh-RIL-
i k) al phabet, a creation of two Byzanti ne
m ssionaries, St. Cyril (SIR-ahl) and St. Mt hodi us
(mah- THOH dee-ahs). Many consider the transl ation of
the four gospels by these two saints into the Slavic
| anguage (known today as A d Church Slavonic) to be the
sol e reason for the creation of a new al phabet.
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(2) Schools In addition to religious
studies, reading and witing flourished in schools
opened for sons of boyars and priests. Early Russian
literature devel oped in these institutions.

(3) Arts Domed roof ed stone churches, nosaics
and icons entered the culture. Distinct Russian
adapt ati ons (oni on-shaped dones) soon becane
comonpl ace.

(4) Power in the ruler Since in Othodoxy, all
power cones from God, to disobey the ruler--God’ s
el ected one--was to sin. The ruler’s power thus
recei ved di vine approval .

The church al so began to give
Ki evan Russians a national identity.
Their shared Orthodox Christian
belief and practice would provide
support and stability for the
Russi an peopl es during the
upheaval s, strife and stability of
centuries to cone.

3. laroslav the Wise (yuh-ruh-SLUHF, ruled from
1036-1054) One of VMladimr’s 12 sons, |aroslav,
contributed to the cultural devel opnment of Russia. Hi's
own thirst for education pronpted establishnent of a
large library at Kiev. Under laroslav, Byzantine

schol ars translated Greek classics into Russian. Trade
schools in masonry, pottery and shipbuilding came into
being. laroslav also was responsible for the first

| egal code which conbined Slavic customw th Roman | aw.

4. Decline wth 1aroslav’'s death, Kievan Russian
divided into five principalities--one for each of his
sons. Ensuing civil war anongst these principalities
weakened t he governnment of Kiev. Further deterioration
occurred with the fall of Constantinople to Crusaders
(A.D. 1204), hindering Byzantine trade. Nomad attacks
agai nst Russian nerchant fleets also inhibited trade
and Ki evan econom c/political devel opnent.
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Il. Mongol Rule

1. Mongol Invasion in the
early 1200s, Mongol invaders (nonad
warriors fromcentral Asia)--under
Genghi s Khan and his grandson Batu
Khan- - conquer ed nmuch of Ki evan Rus.
In a brutal and terrifying manner,
Kiev--at the tine an equal of Paris
with its 80,000 people--was |ooted
and burned. Barely 200 structures
remai ned standi ng.

Mongol rul e over Russia | asted al nost 250 years
(@240-1480). Though Russians were allowed to keep
their | anguage and custons, |earning and craftsmanship
declined. The Eastern Othodox Church gained in
prestige, fostering strong nationalist feelings, but
turned increasingly inward. R tual and cerenony,
rat her than behavi or, becane primary.

In addition, the Russian people becane nore
suspi cious of foreign ideas and ways. Mongol isolation
kept the European Renai ssance from nmaki ng headway.

Moscow gradual |y becane the chief city-state. 1In
1380, Dimtri Donskoy, wth an arny of 150,000 nen,
def eat ed Mongol hordes, though half his soldiers were
kill ed.

Dmtri replaced wooden and
earthen wal |l s surroundi ng Moscow
with a kremlin (KREM|in), or
fortress, made of stone. This
victory tenmporarily interrupted
Mongol rul e.

2. Ilvan Ill, the Great (1462-1505) Founded the second
Russian state. Through his marriage to Zoe (Sophia), a
ni ece of the Byzantine enperor, he forged great

personal power. lvan Ill assunmed the title of

autocrat, with conplete power over his subjects. He

al so ascribed to hinself the name tzar (zahr)--a ruler
who owes all egi ance to no one. By 1480, he warned the
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di spersed Mongols to | eave his peopl es al one and
effectively elimnated their power.

Under Ivan IIl, ties between the Orthodox Eastern
Church and tzar also were strengthened. Mscow becane
the “Third Ronme” since Ronme early on fell to corruption
and the second Rone (Constantinople) was conquered by
Turki sh arm es (1453).

3. lvan IV, the Dread (reigned from 1533- 1584)

During the first 27 years of Ivan IV s reign, his
policies won the |ove of the Russian people.

However, after the death of his
w fe, who was a nenber of the
Romanov (ROH mah-nohf) famly, he
turned into an unpredictabl e,
tyranni cal |leader. Ilvan IV
establi shed a standing arny and
i ntroduced the secret police.

4. Time of Troubles (1598-1613) The harsh ruling

Boris Godunov (GOD- enohf, 1552-1605), a wealthy

nobl eman el ected tzar after no male heir was born to
lvan 1V s son, brought to an end the Rurick dynasty.
Fam ne, plague, civil unrest (including an uprising by
peasants and Cossacks), and the capture of Mscow by
Pol i sh and Lithuanian forces were indicative of the
soci etal chaos during this tinme of troubles.

lll. Romanov Dynasty

1. Mikhail Romanov (ni-khi-EEL, ruled from 1613-
1645)

In 1612, the Russian peopl es--boyars, Cossacks,
priests and peasants--rallied against Polish invaders
of Moscow. A gathered assenbly of nobles el ected
M khail Romanov, a relative of Ivan IVs wfe, as tzar,
establishing a dynasty which |asted for nore than 300
years (until 1917). Tzar Mkhail and his son Al exis |
restored | aw and order to the Russian state. Under
their | eadership, peasants becane serfs--bound to the
land with no | egal rights.
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2. Peter the Great (ruled 1689-1725) An opening to
the West, begun under Viadimr | and laroslav the Wse,
reenmerged with Peter |I’s becomng tzar. Eight years
into his reign, Peter visited Western Europe for 18
mont hs. Under an assuned nane, in the disguise of a
sailor, he worked in shipyards of Holland and Engl and,
| earni ng map meki ng, navigation and gunnery. On his
return, Peter determ ned to make Russia a nodern

nati on.

a. Reforms pPeter | introduced Western cul ture,
technology, mlitary nethods and econonm c policy.

He reduced the power of the Russian Othodox
Church, incorporating it into the adm nistrative
infrastructure of the country. A Holy Governing Synod
ran church affairs rather than a patriarch

Peter | desired to free his
people from“Asiatic custons.”
Consequently, nobles cut off their
| ong beards, educated their sons
prior to marriage, and learned to
speak French or German. For wonen,
restrictions such as secl usion and
wearing of veils in public were
abandoned.

b. Foreign pollcy Procuring warmwater ports
becane a focus of foreign policy. The Great Northern
War of 1700-1721 extended Russia’'s territory along the
Baltic coast, including Estonia and Latvi a.

c. St. Petersburg Desiring to create a Russian
“w ndow to Europe,” Peter | assigned peasants to build
acity, patterned after sonme of the beautiful baroque
capitals of Europe. At tines cruel and overbearing,
Peter 1's | eadership oversaw the building of St.
Petersburg, a city where both Western and Russi an
culture nerged. WMany peasant workers died in the
construction process, often the result of accident,
di sease and | ack of food.
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3. Catherine the Great (Rruled 1762-1796) The nost
prom nent non- Romanov ruler in a 75-year period
follow ng Peter the G eat was Catherine.

The princess, originally named
Sophia, cane froma small Gernman
state. She becane wife of Tzar Peter
11, a grandson of Peter the Geat.
Sophi a converted to the Othodox
Eastern faith, mastered Russian, and
changed her nane to Catherine.
Catherine, with the help of |over
Gigory Olov and others, deposed
Peter Ill and took the throne.

a. Expansion Adniring Peter the Geat,

Cat herine foll owed his expansionist policies. 1In the
south, she warred against the G tonman Turks. In the
west, she partitioned Poland along with Austria and
Prussia. The Ukrai ne becane part of Russia as well. A

government policy of Russification, whereby conquered
peopl es were forced to adapt to Russian ways and
| anguage, becane official governnent policy.

b. General Alexander Suvorov (ah-1 eh- KSAHN-
dehr soo-VOHrof, 1729-1800) One of the Russian arny
| eaders who |l ed conflicts against the Turks, and who
establ i shed Russian control in the Crimea (kri-MEE-ah,
peni nsul a between the Bl ack Sea and Sea of Azov) was
General Suvorov.

In addition to his exploits under Catherine,
Suvorov | ed 18,000 Russians and 44,000 Austrians to
drive out the French fromnorthern Italy in 1789-1790.
The forced retreat he led in 1799-1800 “has been
consi dered one of the great feats of mlitary history.”
Suvorov, who died shortly after at the age of 70,

t hough an eccentric personality, used speed, push, and
psychol ogi cal rapport with soldiers, to enable himto
be “regarded as the ablest mlitary commander Russia
ever produced...” (Ri asanovsky, p. 275).
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4. Tzar Alexander | (1777-1825) catherine’s son
Al exander came to |leadership in 1801, instituting
several reforns. Napoleon s invasion of Russia,
however, cut short inplenentation of his efforts to
curb soci etal abuse.

5. Nicholas I, The Iron Tzar (1825-1855)
Al exander’ s younger brother Ni cholas succeeded himin
1825.

A Decenber revolt (The Decenbrist Uprising) forced
Nicholas | to react by clanping down on persona
freedons and individual thought. Powers of the secret
police expanded. Only one religion--Othodox Eastern
Christianity--could be practiced. Siberian exile
becanme conmonpl ace for dissenters. Though censorship
was severe, still classic authors--Pushkin, Gogol,

Tur genev, Tol stoy, Dostoyevsky, Chekhov and Gorky- -
found ways to indirectly criticize the tzarist system

Ni chol as continued the dream
of his brother, a cathedral to
cel ebrate the 1812 victory over
Napol eon. After choosing a site
next to a wall of the kremin,
and tearing down a church
convent and other buildings, a
cat hedral of five donmes began to
t ake shape. The cross on top of
t he hi ghest dome stood 320 feet
hi gh. Ten thousand people could
stand within the structure.

After nore than 50 years of construction, the
Cat hedral of Qur Savior was consecrated in 1883. For
t he occasi on, Tchai kovsky conposed his fanobus 1812
Overture. Sadly, after the Communi st revolution, the
cathedral’s dean was inprisoned, archpriest executed,
and the building blowm up. Rebuilt after the Sovi et
col | apse, the Cathedral now attracts faithful and
tourist alike.

6. Alexander Il (rul ed 1855-1881) Coming into power
after his father died, Al exander inherited the Russi an
defeat in the Crinean War. Loss of 250,000 soldiers
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due to lack of food and logistics, plus liberalizing
events in other parts of Europe, |ed Al exander to push
for reform H's Emancipation Edict abolished serfdom
Censorshi p of books, newspapers and nagazi nes ended.
Court, industry and mlitary changes took place.
Expansi on al so occurred to the east, with Central Asia,
China territories, and frontiers near Afghanistan and

| ran becom ng Russi an.

Despite reorgani zati on and soci etal inprovenent,
unrest continued. After seven attenpts on his life,
Al exander died during the explosion of a terrorist bonb
in 1881.

7. Repression under Alexander Il (1845-1895)

In reaction to his father’s assassination, Al exander
1l enphasi zed Russification, press censorship,

i ncreased secret police powers and Sl avophil e | eani ngs.

Under his rule, Jew sh peopl es
especi al |y becane objects of
persecution. Pogroms (pah-GRUM [ poh-
GRUM , Russian for devastation) were
carried out in which Jewish citizens
were murdered and their hones burned.
Bet ween 1881 and World War |, sone 2
mllion Jew sh people fled, sone to
Pal estine, many nore to the United
St at es.

V. Civil War

1. Tzar Nicholas Il (ruled 1894-1917) Though a good
famly man, possessed with charmand intelligence,
during the latter part of his rule Nicholas Il was out
of touch with the social and economi c conditions facing
Russi a.

a. Expansion and unrest in the first decade of
Ni cholas I1’s | eadership, industrial expansion doubled
wi thin the country, bringing economc growth but also
wor ker unrest. Conpletion of the Trans-Si berian
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Railroad in 1903 led to confrontation with Japan, an
ei ght-nmonth war which Russia | ost.

b. Bloody Sunday wsrkers of St. Petersburg,
their wives and children took to the streets on a
Sunday norning in January 1905. Their purpose was to
voi ce concern for better working conditions and
gover nnment reform

Ni chol as ordered soldiers to
fire on the masses, woundi ng
hundreds. Around the country,
wor kers fornmed soviets (Russian for
“councils”) to organi ze nass
strikes. The country soon cane to
a standstill.

c. Reform Forced to bring about change, the
tzar established an assenbly called the Duma (DOO nuh).
Prom ses of land for the 12 mllion peasants surfaced.
Such governnment assurances however, materialized only
for a third of those petitioning to obtain land. The
Duma, underm ned by Ni cholas and w thout any real
power, proved ineffective.

d. World War | Russi an unpreparedness saw
mllions of soldiers killed, wounded or taken prisoner
during World War |. Shortages at hone hindered the
cause. Wiile Nicholas went to the front, he left the
government in the hands of his wife Al exandra and

Gregory Rasputin (ras- PYOO t uhn),
a wandering holy man. On 8 March
1917, a food riot occurred in
Petrograd (fornmerly St. Petersburg--
changed because of World War | anti -
German sentinent). Terned the
February Revolution (due to
Jul i an/ Gregori an cal endar
fluctuations), the acconpanying
general strike led to the abdication
of Tzar Nicholas Il. Romanov rule
ended when N cholas and his famly
wer e placed under arrest.
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2. Vladimir Lenin (vAD ah-nir LEN-in, 1870-1924)

a. Communist texts Two German revol utionari es,

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, originally devel oped
communi st theory. The Conmuni st Manifesto (1848) and
Das Kapital (1883) outlined their philosophic approach.
Lenin’s article Wiat Is To Be Done? (1902) detailed a
pragmatic plan of action for Communi st takeover.

b. Communist theory--class struggle Kkarl Marx
saw history as a continuous struggle between the
“haves” and “have nots” (exploited slaves, serfs, and
| aborers).

The final, projected struggle would take place
bet ween capitalists (the “haves”) and workers
(proletariat, proh-Iuh- TAYR-ee-uht). Wrkers would w n,
and establish a “dictatorship of the proletariat.”

Cl ass distinctions would die and the perfect system
(comuni sm enplaced. Russian revolutionary VMiadimr
Lenin advocated a strong, disciplined party--the
vanguard of the proletariat--to | ead the working cl ass
to revol ution.

c. October Revolution o 6 Novenber 1917,
Lenin’s revolutionary party (Bolsheviks, BOHL-shuh-
veeks) called a strike, staged a coup, and took power.
Once in control, they changed their nane to conmuni sts.
This event is called the October Revol ution due to
cal endar differences. Tzar N cholas and his famly
were executed in July, 1918.
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d. Civil War Three years of
civil war ensued after Conmunists
cane to power. The Red Cuards
(Comuni sts) faced Wite arny
forces, made up of former arny
of ficers, Tzar supporters,
| andowner s and opposing political
parties. Though Great Britain,
France, Japan and the United States
supported the Wites, Comrunists won
the conflict.

e. USSR Lenin becane the head of both the
government and the Conmmuni st Party (the Political

Bur eau [ Politburo]).

I n January 1923, he changed the nanme of the
country to the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR) or Sovi et Union.

V. Communist Rule--Pre-World War Il

Joseph Stalin (stAHL-uhn, 1879-1953)
Born Joseph Djugashvili, Stalin was the
son of a fornmer Georgian serf. \Wen his
not her was wi dowed in 1890, she sent her
son to a church school, wth the intent
that he becone a priest. Wile in
semnary, Stalin joined a secret Marxi st
debating society and was expelled from

t he theol ogical school. He then lived an
under ground exi stence, planning strikes
and riots.

a. Lenin’s successor After Lenin's death in
1924, a three-year struggle for power occurred between
Stalin and Leon Trotsky ( TRAHT-skee, 1879-1940).
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These two associ ates of Lenin were key
participants in the revolution. Trotsky advocated a
wor | d-wi de revol ution of workers to enable the
under devel oped Comruni st Russia to succeed. Stalin, on
t he other hand, saw world revolution only after
Communi sm was made strong in Russia. Through shrewd
political maneuvering, Stalin gained party control,
expel l ed Trotsky and sent himinto exile. Agents of
Stalin reportedly nmurdered Trotsky in Mexico in 1940.

b. Central planning under a system of five-year
pl ans, Stalin industrialized the state and
col l ectivized Soviet agriculture. Small farms nerged
into huge collectives. Famne ensued, with estimates
of up to 10 mllion people dying.

Cc. Purges From 1935-1941, an
era known as the “G-eat Terror,”
Stalin's secret police arrested,
tortured, inprisoned, deported or
executed mllions of people considered
“enem es of the state.” Even old
Bol sheviks and mlitary | eaders cane
under Stalin’s wath. A police state,
with forced | abor/concentration canps
(archi pel agos--regions cut off from
the rest of the world but with its own
communi cations system flourished.

VI. World War Il

1. Nonaggression Pact 1n 1939, stalin and

Hitler signed the Ml otov-R bbentrop nonaggression
agreenent, whereby Hitler could invade Pol and,

unhi ndered by Russia. Once German forces occupied

Pol and, secret clauses in the agreenent enabl ed Russia
to partition half of Poland. Stalin then noved to gain
nore |and (the Baltic Republics, Ml dovia and parts of
Finland) to expand interests and create a buffer zone
bet ween the Soviet Union and Germany.
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2. Great Patriotic War Contrary to terns of the
Nonaggr essi on Pact, Germany invaded Russia in 1941.

Stalin marshal ed the people
behind himto face Hitler’s arm es.
He led a nationalist revival by
putting aside sl ogans of class
struggle, muffling anti-religious
propaganda, restoring the Eastern
Ot hodox patriarchate, and encouragi ng
faithful church attendees to join the
defense of their country.

a. Leningrad (st. Petersburg) From August 1941
to January 1944, German forces besieged Leningrad. Due
to excessively harsh winters, nearly one mllion
Russians died in the resulting cold or starvation.

b. Stalingrad 1n 1942, Germans captured the city
of Stalingrad (current Vol gograd) reducing it to
rubble. Led by the Marshal of the Soviet Union,

General Georgii Zhukov (ZHOO kuhf), in February 1943 the
Red Arny encircled German forces, destroyed them and

recaptured Stalingrad. Another Soviet victory during
the Battle of Kursk in July 1943 gave strategic drive
to the Red Arny, enabling themto take initiative for
the rest of the war.

Though estimates vary, sone 18-
26 mllion Soviet citizens died as a
direct result of World War 11.
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VIl. Communist Rule--Post World War |l

1. Cold War russia energed fromWerld War |l as a
super power .

Stalin, desiring to spread communi st practice and
protect Soviet borders fromfuture invasions, continued
to occupy Eastern European countries in which Russia
had fought. These satellite states becane part of the
Sovi et bloc of nations. Antagoni sm arose between the
Soviets and Western nations (the Cold War). The North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO, formed in 1949, sought
nmut ual defense for the United States, Canada and 10
West ern Eur opean nati ons.

2. Nikita Khrushchev (ni-Kee-tah kroosh- CHOF,

1894-1971) Taking | eadership of the Soviet Union after
Stalin's death, Khrushchev oversaw the formation of the
Warsaw Treaty Organi zati on (Warsaw Pact) which arose in

response to NATO and West Germany’'s formal entry into
NATO i n 1955.

I n 1956, Khrushchev denounced
Stalin in a “secret speech.” Sone
political prisoners were released as a
result. This liberalization led, in
part, to a popular revolt in Hungary
on 23 Cctober 1956. The Red Arny
i nvaded and brutally suppressed this
upri si ng.

Khrushchev's rul e alternated between policies of
peaceful coexistence and threats. The 1962 Cuban
Mssile Crisis resulted when President Kennedy sought
to prevent deploynent of further Soviet mssiles in
Cuba. Failed agricultural and political reform in
addition to the mssile crisis in Cuba, led to
Khrushchev’'s renoval fromoffice in 1964.
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3. Leonid Brezhnev (BrREzH nef, 1906-1982) Taking
Khrushchev’'s place in 1964, Brezhnev gave high priority
to defense and mlitary power. The “Brezhnev
doctrine,” used in part to justify the occupation of
Czechosl ovakia in 1968, bound socialist states together
mlitarily. During this era, Soviets sought to
influence third world Iiberation novenents in Vietnam
Ni geria and central Africa, Somalia, Ethiopia, Angola
and Afghanistan. The policy of “détente” or rel axing
of tensions through negotiation and di scussion, also
came about under Brezhnev.

VIll. Rise of the Russian Federation

1. Mikhail Gorbachev (cHRr buh-chof, 1931- )
Prior to Gorbachev’'s taking party control in 1985, the
politburo chose two elderly successors for Brezhnev.
Bot h Yuri Andropov (an-DRCOH pov) and Konstantin

Cher nenko ( CHERN-yen-koh) died in office after serving
only short periods of tine.

a. Reforms 1 n 1986 Gorbachev initiated many
reforms to boost the econony and create a better
donestic and international climate. Sone of these
refornms included:

(1) Perestroika (restructuring) Borrowed from
capitalism Gorbachev sought to restructure the econony
so production would focus on what people desired to
consurne.
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(2) Glasnost (openness)
Rat her than secretive lying within the
governnment, nore free channels of
expressi on, novenent and openness were
f ostered.

(3) Demokratizatsia (denocrati zati on)
Gor bachev advocated multi-candi date el ections,
effectively ending one-party rule.

b. Chernobyl (cher-NoHbuhl) A 1986 disaster
at a nuclear plant in the Ukraine brought a setback to
Sovi et nucl ear energy prograns. The accident, which
has repercussions to this day, released radi oactive
material in the atnosphere of Western Europe as well as
Russia. This environnental disaster raised an alarmto
bot h supporters and opponents of nucl ear energy.

c. Non-intervention Revoking the Brezhnev
doctrine, no |onger would the Soviet Union interfere
mlitarily with East European affairs. As a result,
Czechosl ovaki a, the German Denocratic Republic (East
Germany), Romani a, Pol and and Hungary all overthrew
t heir communi st | eaders.

d. Conventional Forces in Europe
(CFE) Soviet force reductions, reduced
weaponry in Soviet ally states, and
verification neasures all becane part of
the CFE agreenent, signed in Paris on 19
Novenber 1990. Along with President
Bush, Gorbachev signed the START Treaty
in 1991, which reduced strategic nuclear
arsenal s by 30 percent.

2. Fall of Communism

a. Independence overtures by Soviet republics
In 1990- 1991, |eaders of several Soviet republics began
to assert greater self-rule. Sone wthheld taxes.
O hers declared that their | aws overrode those of the
Soviet Union. Boris Yeltsin, elected president of the
Russi an Republic in June 1991, advocated decentralized

71



Unit 2: Historical Overview

power - -includi ng that addressing |egal matters.
Yel tsin backed greater self-determnation for the many
di spersed Sovi et republics.

b. Gorbachev’s loss of popularity By 1991, a
di smal econom c picture underm ned CGorbachev’s
popul arity. Boris Yeltsin and others criticized him
for the slow pace of his reforns. Hard-Iine Communi sts
berated himfor advocating too many changes.

c. Coup In August, 1991,
hi gh-ranki ng Communi st Party Sovi et
Union (CPSU) officials attenpted a
coup, hol di ng Gorbachev prisoner.
Yel t si n denounced the rebellion,
called for a strike, and | ed sone
50, 000 denonstrators near the
Russian Parlianment. The mlitary,
in refusing to use force against the
denonstrators, effectively ended the
coup.

WY

On 21 August, Gorbachev was restored to the
presi dency, though he resigned as | eader of the
Communi st Party three days |later. By 29 August,
Parliament voted to cease all Communi st Party
activities.

d. Gorbachev’s resignation and Soviet Union

breakup o 25 December 1991, Gorbachev resigned as
president of the USSR That sane nonth, Boris Yeltsin,
meeting in Mnsk wth the Bel arussian chairman of
Par |l iament (Stanislav Shushkevich) and the Ukrainian
presi dent (Leonid Kravchuk), signed the Bel avezha
Accords, which officially dissolved the Soviet Union
(26 Dec 1991).

The Commonweal th of | ndependent States (CI'S), nade
up of all the former Soviet republics except the Baltic
states, becane a venue for nutual discussion and
cooper at i on.
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3. The Russian Federation

a. Economic reform 1n
January 1992, Russia elimnated
state subsidies for goods and
services, allowing prices for
comon nerchandi se to soar. Later
in the year, Yeltsin and President
Bush agreed to nassive arns
reducti ons.

b. Privatization Medium and | arge st at e- owned
corporations were privatized in 1993. Conservatives
and former communi sts | ed an inpeachnent drive agai nst
Yel tsin, which he narrowl y survived.

c. Parliament unrest

Calling for early elections in
Sept enber 1993, Yeltsin dissol ved
Parlianent. Parlianment in turn
deposed Yeltsin. Anti-Yeltsin
| egi slators barricaded thensel ves in
the Parliament building. On 3
Cctober, anti-Yelstin forces ranpaged
t hrough Moscow and barri caded
t hensel ves in the Parlianment
buil ding. Yeltsin ordered tanks to
fire on Parliament. Estimates vary,
but close to 140 people were killed
and anot her 150 arrested in the
ensui ng mayhem

d. Constitutional reform The 12 Decenber 1993
el ections supported Yeltsin-led constitutional reform
Two houses of a new Russian Parlianment were el ected--

t he Federation Council (the upper house) and the State
Duma (a 450-nenber | ower house). A strong presidential
republic resulted.

e. Chechnya (chech- NYAH) Governnent forces set
out to quell disturbances in the breakaway republic of
Chechnya in Decenber 1994. After heavy fighting,

G ozny, the capital, fell in February 1995. On 14
August 1996, rebels enbarrassed the mlitary by
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ret aki ng Grozny.

Mlitary | eader Al exander Lebed,

gi ven broad powers to termnate the conflict by
President Yeltsin, negotiated an end to the war on 31
August. By January 1997, the | ast Russian soldiers

| eft Chechnya.

f. Yeltsin ups and downs
El ections on 17 Decenber 1995 saw
Communi st gains in parlianment. Though
in poor health, Yeltsin won a
presidential runoff election. On 17
Cct ober 1996, he di sm ssed Al exander
Lebed for insubordination. Currently
(Aug 1998), Lebed serves as a Siberian
province | eader. Yeltsin survived a 5
Novenber 1996 qui ntupl e-bypass heart
surgery. Wth revitalized health,
Yel stin revanped his cabinet in Mrch
of 1997.

On 27 May 1997, Russia and NATO signed a “Foundi ng
Act on Miutual Relations, Cooperation, and Security,”
paving the way for NATOto admt countries in
transition (former Eastern European countries). The
“Foundi ng Act” outlined neans for frequent Russia/NATO
consul tation and coordination. It also specified that
NATO woul d not depl oy nucl ear weapons to new nenber

territories.

“Never take the easy way out.”
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Vocabulary List: Historical Overview

Bolsheviks (BOHL- shuh-veeks) Lenin’s revolutionary party.
Changed to Communi sts after the civil war

Boyar (boo- YAHR) Aristocracy class

Brezhnev, Leonid (BREZH- nef, 1906-1982) Khrushchev’s successor
Aut hored “Brezhnev doctrine” which bound socialist states
together and justified Russian invasion of Czechoslovakia in
1968. Initiated detente, a relaxing of East-Wst tensions
t hrough negotiati on and di scussi on.

Byzantine (BIZ-ahn-teen) Relating to the Eastern Roman Enpire,
A. D. 476-1453

Catherine the Great (ruled 1762-1796) W fe of Peter IIl, she
converted to Eastern O'thodoxy, expanded the enpire,
i npl emented Russification on captured subjects, and warred
agai nst the O toman TurKks.

Chechnya (chech-NYAH) Area where Russian government forces
entered to quell disturbances in Decenber 1994. In Jan
1997, the last Russian soldiers finally |left Chechnya.

Chernobyl (cher-NOHbuhl) 1986 nucl ear disaster at this Ukraine
power pl ant set back nucl ear energy prograns in the Sovi et
Uni on.

Commonwealth of Independent States (CI'S) Al of the former
Sovi et republics except the Baltic states, who presently
forman association for nutual discussion and cooperati on.

Conventional Forces in Europe (CFE) Force reductions, weaponry in
ally states and verification nmeasures as part of an
agreenent signed in Paris in Novenber 1990.

Crimea (kri-MEE-ah) Peninsula in Russia between the Black Sea
and the Sea of Azov.

Cyrillic (suh-RIL-1ik) Al phabet introduced by St. Cyril (SIR ahl)

and St. Methodi us (mah- THOH dee-ahs) into Bal kan soci ety.
Eventual | y adopted by Russia
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Duma (DOO nuh) Assenbly established by Nicholas Il to bring
about legislative reform

Glasnost Openness. Free channels of expression, novenent and
honesty becane nore tolerated in Soviet government under
Gor bachev.

Godunov, Boris ( GOD- enohf

1552- 1605)
“Ti me of Troubl es”

(fam ne

Gorbachev, Mikhail ( GOHR- buh- chof,
who cane into power

Harsh rul er during the
pl ague and unrest)

1931 - ) Reformm nded | eader
in 1985 in Russia.

Per estroi ka and
d asnost were two key prograns he introduced.

Great Patriotic War

Stalin inspired nationalismduring Wrld War
Il to enabl e Russian people to endure and be victorious in
the conflict.

laroslav the Wise (yuh-ruh-SLUHF, rul ed 1036-1054)

Rul er who
contributed greatly to Russian cultural devel opnent.
Responsible for the first |egal code
Ivan IV, the Dread (rul ed 1533-1584) Married to a Romanov (ROH
mah- nohf) ,

he becane unpredictable and tyrannical after his
wi fe died.

Ivan lll, the Great (1462-1505) Assuned title of tzar and autocrat
in Russia. Effectively elim nated Mongol

dom nati on and
strengthened ties between Orthodox Eastern Christianity and
the tzar

Khrushchev, Nikita (ni - KEE-tah kroosh- CHOF, 1894-1971) Sovi et
| eader who denounced Stalin in a secret speech, oversaw the
Cuban mssile crisis,

and ruled with an alternating policy
of coexistence and threat.

Kremlin (KREM1in) Fortress nade of stone

Lebed, Alexander General

who was victorious in Chechnya for the
Russian forces. D sm ssed by Yeltsin,

he currently serves
as a Siberian province | eader.
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Lenin, Vladimir (VLAD-ah-mir LEN-in, 1870-1924) Author of Wuat is
to be Done?, a pragmatic article on the Communi st takeover.
Led the Bol sheviks in the October Revolution. Becane first
Communi st Party head in Russia.

Mongol Nomad warriors fromcentral Asia who conquered Russia
1240- 1480

Nicholas |, the Iron Tzar (1825-1855) A Decenber revolt caused him
to clanp down on freedons and individual thought. Secret
police and Siberian canps becane common.

Nicholas Il (rul ed 1894-1917) Tzar who, though a good family man,
was out of touch with donestic issues in the latter part of
his rule.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) Organization formed in
1949 to seek nutual defense for the United States, Canada
and 10 Western nations agai nst the Soviet Dbloc.

Perestroika Restructuring. Production focused on what people
desired to consune, not on state nmandated itens al one.

Peter the Great (rul ed 1689-1725) Western |ooking tzar who
determ ned to nake Russia a Western nation. He reduced the
power of the Othodox Church, expanded the country to warm
wat er ports, and established St. Petersburg, the “w ndow to
Eur ope.”

Pogrom (pah-GRUM Russi an devastation whi ch nurdered Jew sh
citizens and burned their hones

Politburo Political Bureau--the Communi st Party and Russi an
Gover nnment under Conmuni sm

Proletariat (proh-1uh- TAYR-ee-uht) Workers, the “have nots” in
Communi st t heory

Rasputin, Gregory (ras-PYOO-tuhn) Wandering holy nman who shared
Russi an power with Nicholas I1’s wife Al exandra while
Ni chol as was on the Front.
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Romanov, Mikhail (mi -khi - EEL ROH mah-nohf, rul ed 1613- 1645)
Restored | aw and order to Russian state, and established a
dynasty | asting over 300 years. Serfs--peasants with no
rights--canme into being under his rule.

Rurik (ROOR-i k) Varangi an prince who began rul e over Kievan
Russia in A.D. 862

Soviets Russian word for councils

Stalin, Joseph (STAHL-uhn, 1879-1953) Son of former serf,
t heol ogi cal student turned Marxi st who | ed Russia for nearly
30 years.

Suvorov, Alexander (ah-1eh- KSAHN-dehr soo- VOHrof, 1729-1800)
Regarded as the ablest mlitary commander Russia ever
produced for his leading of the forced retreat in 1799-1800
and ot her exploits.

Trotsky, Leon (TRAHT-skee, 1879-1940) Associate of Lenin who
beli eved all underdevel oped | ands needed a Communi st
revolution. Only then would the Russian revol uti on succeed.
Killed by Stalin’ s people in Mexico in 1940.

Tzar (zahr) Russian ruler who owes allegiance to no one

Varangians (vah-RAN-j ee-ahns) Early warrior traders, related to
the Vikings, who in A D. 862 received an invitation from
Novgorod to rule their area. Rus is another nane for
Var angi an

Vliadimir | (vl ah-DEE-mir, @56-1015) G andson of Rurik who rul ed
Kiev from 980-1015. Under Vliadimr, Russia adopted Eastern
Orthodox Christianity.

Warsaw Pact Warsaw Treaty Organi zati on which arose in response
to NATO  Consisted of Russian satellite nations

Yeltsin, Boris Russia’s first president after the fall of
Communi sm

Zhukov, Georgii (ZHOO kuhf) General and Marshal of the Sovi et
Union who led the Soviet armes to victory at Stalingrad and
Kursk, giving themthe initiative for the remainder of the
war .
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Review Quiz: Historical Overview

Part 1--Multiple Choice piace the
letter of the nost correct response in the
space provi ded.

1. Prince Viadimr | was won over by Eastern O'thodoxy in

part because of its

a. enphasis given to right doctrine.
b. splendor and beauty of worship.
c. nmethod of baptism

2 One inpact of Eastern Orthodox Christianity on early

Russi an | eadership was to

a. enphasize the inportance of free choice and i ndependence
of the masses.

b. give divine approval to a legitimate ruler’s position.

c. popul arize long beards as this was the style of the
patri archs.

3. The first Russian ruler to ascribe to hinself the nanme

tzar (a ruler who owes allegiance to no one) was

a. laroslav the Wse.
b. Ivan the G eat.
c. Boris Godunov.

4. The tzar who reopened Russia to the West, and

established a Russian city designed to be a “w ndow to Europe”
was

a. Vladimr 1.

b. Peter the Great.
c. Catherine the G eat.
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5. Under , who originally was a Gernman princess,

Russi fi cation--where subjected peoples were forced to adopt the
Russi an | anguage- - becane a policy.

a. Zoe, wife of lIvan the G eat
b. Catherine the G eat
c. Rai sa Gor bachev

6. The Russian arny | eader, regarded by sonme as the “abl est

mlitary conmander Russia ever produced” is

a. General Al exander Suvorov.
b. General Al exander Lebed.
c. General Georgii Zhukov.

7. Under Nicholas I, the Iron Tzar,
a. the Russian iron ore industry tripled.
b. personal freedons and individual thought were suppressed.
c. vitamn and mneral deficiencies in the Russian diet were
suppl enented by state-run pharnacies.

8. One result of the conpletion of the Trans-Si berian

railroad in 1903 was

a. the Russian war with Japan, which Russia |ost.

b. increased di al ogue and understandi ng between Chi na and
Russi a.

c. a boost to the Russian econony because of Anerican
dollars paid for train tickets by globetrotting turn-
of -t he-century col |l ege students.

9. Two German revol utionaries who devel oped Communi st

theory were

a. Marx and Engels.
b. Trotsky and Stalin.
c. Abbott and Costell o.

10. I n Communi st theory, another nanme for the workers who

woul d eventually win over the “haves” is
a. serfs.

b. proletariat.
c. capitalists.
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11. Leon Trotsky advocated a revolution to

enabl e t he Communi st experinent to succeed.

a. Russian only
b. worl d-w de
c. Stalin | ed

12. During the era known as the , Stalin’s secret

police purged, arrested, tortured, inprisoned, deported or
executed mllions considered “enemes of the state.”

a. Geat Terror
b. Archipelago D stress
c. Tinme of Troubles

13. In identifying World Wr 1l as a Geat Patriotic War

for Russia, Stalin treated the Russi an Othodox Church

a. wth increased censorship, suppression and

heavy- handedness.
b. as a source for renewed national patriotismand pride.
c. to new onslaughts of anti-religious propaganda.

14. Though estinmates vary, how many Soviet citizens died as

aresult of Wrld War 117?

a. Between 6-10 mllion
b. Between 10-18 mllion
c. Between 18-26 mllion

15. The North Atlantic Treaty Organi zation (NATO),

established in 1949, sought defense for

a. Soviet bloc nations against the West.

b. the U S, Canada and 10 Western nati ons agai nst the
Sovi et bl oc.

c. all peoples north of the 50 degree latitude region (the
Col d War Zone).

16. VWhat two events occurred under Nikita Khrushchev’'s

a. Cuban Mssile Crisis and “secret speech” denouncing
Stalin oppression

b. Detente and the occupati on of Czechosl ovaki a

c. Establishnment of both the Warsaw Pact and NATO
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7. Brezhnev’'s policy of détente sought to
a. justify Soviet occupation of Czechosl ovakia in 1968.
b. influence |iberation novenents in Vietnam Central Africa
and Af ghani st an.
c. relax tensions between Russia and the Wst through
di scussi on and negoti ati on.

18. Under Gorbachev’'s Perestroika (restructuring)

government, he sought to

a. create an atnosphere of openness and freedom of
expr essi on.
b. focus production on what products people wanted to buy.

c. limt the power of the Russian Othodox priests of
Mbscow.
19. The Comonweal th of | ndependent States is made up of

a. all the fornmer Soviet republics.
b. all the former Soviet republics except the Baltic states.
c. the current provinces of the Russian Federation.

20. President Boris Yeltsin's rule in Russia could best be

descri bed as

a. successfully devel oping a strong econony.
b. many ups and downs.
c. stable, encouraging little internal rebellion or unrest.

Part 2--Fill in the Blanks Fiil in the bl anks
with the nost correct word fromthe |list that
follows. Not all words listed will be used.

, warrior traders related to the Vikings,

received an invitation to rule the people of Novgorod around A. D.

862. Prince (2) accepted, establishing a |ineage

whi ch rul ed Russia for 700 years.
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i nvaders, under | eaders Genghis Khan and Batu

Khan, conquered nmuch of Kievan Rus in the 1200s.

The term (4) is another word for a stone

fortress. Peasants who are bound to the land with no | egal

rights are called (5)

(6) wer e organi zed and spont aneous persecutions

of Russian Jew sh citizens which took place especially under the

rule of (7)

The events of (8) where Nicholas Il ordered

Russian soldiers to fire on mass protesters, brought Russia to a
standstill in 1905.

The | ast of the Romanov rulers was Tzar (9)

This ruler established an assenbly, the (10) whi ch was

a noble idea yet becane a | egislative body which | acked real

power .

Dunma Al exander 111 Var angi ans
Pogr ons Kremin Mongo

Ruri k Serfs Bl oody Sunday
Al fred the G eat Ni chol as |1 A asnost
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Part 3--True/False Place aT or anF in

t he bl ank

provi ded.

Byzantine culture--that of the Eastern Roman Enpire
(476-1453)--was introduced in Russia by the Othodox
Eastern Church.

Under Mongol rule, Russians kept their |anguage and many
custons, but turned increasingly inward, suspicious of
foreign i deas and ways.

Early in his reign, Peter the Geat visited Western
Eur ope, disguised as a sailor.

The Crinmea region stretches fromthe Caspian to the Aral
Sea.

Gregory Rasputin, a wandering holy man, held power in
St. Petersburg, along wwth Nicholas Il’s

wi fe Al exandra, while N cholas was on the Front during
World Var 1.

Petrograd was the nane used for St. Petersburg during
Wrld War |, due to anti-German sentinent.

Friedrich Engels work Wat is to be Done?, detailed a
pragmatic plan of action for Conmuni st takeover in
Russi a.

The original name of Lenin’s revolutionary party was the
Bol shevi ks.

During the Red Guard/White Arny civil war in Russia
after World War I, Geat Britain, France, Japan and the
United States supported the Red CGuard.

Joseph Stalin attended a theol ogical semnary in his
yout h.
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